
I 
of Ti~c "'«.0$5'. 

"1 a: innocent of this "'Uln ' ~ blood ; see t.o it y 'rselve, " 
l-iatthew 27 : 2u 

The ma~ wh~ utt ~ed thee words was not at the fOJt of 

t~e cross . Yet like an pcho he and his words we~ th ~e ..• 

T~is wa~ Ponti~s Pilate ' s ofticial eetimate of hi~elf . 

What hi~ unofricial an private est~ tP. of himself was we 

d~ not know . As with "l\an:' people , their p'lblic proclamations 

may differ from their private ~eelinrs . The :hri,tian COM
aboJ"- 'f II~~ 

lIlunity has its c.,nclusion"·,,ri+.ten into the Apo!ltle8 Crp.eC! : 

"crucified undpr D~ntius Pilate" . And tJlp ju ement 0 ~ 

is:tor7 refu~p! to exoner~te this Ro~an w ~ is re~ mbprpd 

~ore than any other procurator , reMembered for wha he per

mitted to happen to a certAi n Jew named Jps~s . 

Al..II"SiiNC- ",T rH-~ ;::""07- 11~ 2 . I$-ZJ. 

1 . Qilnt.e had a chane to ch~~pion Jeeus , to def~d 

hl~ . But he did what ~y of us woulo ~ave ~one in his 

pcsifoi""n . "When hea'ly riek is iovolv d, we ar fjp to 

pr."1c ice thfl' ancient art of evasion, es~cially i ~ t e risk 

i~ politically and s')c1all;r con~lit ;)ned . e !!9.td in effect : 

"T~is is your affair , t.ake cue of it yourselves". And nen 

have alwavs been quick to dpstroy thAt \Ohich t.hey deem 

unwort~y of d~fendin~ . 

Jp ~u~ was a burning issue when he stood before Pilate 

..• to hot to ~ndle with safety. Pilatp was up af,ain~t it. . 

~e couldn ' t find any gui lt in Jesuf' • •••but kntw th3t if he 



relpased Jeeu5 , then he wo~ld have a civil disturb.s.nce on 
(i. 

nand . He didn1t have t,he personal cour~e to act on his 

o.!1 f'indin;s ab)ut the in.'l,ocence Qr guilt of Jesus . So he 

5id~~tep?ed respon~lbllity fo!' the e a' cut""n h.,. was about 

to anno'Jnce ..•by sa·int· th t he was not t., be hpld guiltv 

fo:- what ,ia5 about to hapPE"n : "It ill your affair" . Pilate 

could ash his ~ands in public ••.• but what could he do 

~erh8p8 , d~ring this LEnt , we ought t" ask oureclve~ 

a practical cmd disturbing qupstion: 'I~"hat a."l I d"ing with 

J~".U! in +..he pJ"iv3c:f of rr;y own li!'e md on the corner! 

"hera I work and -o:&.y"? he eva~ion o~ making deci!i"n! 

lawS gons right :m workin whether we admi t to thp"l or not . 

To evad~ =~~p~~5ibility never erases t,e r~fponsibility it

seV·. 'For 70U t" ha"d J SU~ Clnd deci!!ions ab"ut him, over 

to someone else as thouGh he "",!,P none of yO'lr :;tf'!'air is 

to mishRr.dle ~od i S treasure . Wh~t are you d~ing wit.h 

~~~i~+ now? £ver' ~erson hgs to ~n~wer . 

2 . Cn~ of life's most ~i~!'icllt tlme~ is wh~n 5 ~8~ is 

pla.ced upon "np l .e pers'"I!Hl r-ol.4rap.e . '"I') hing- io: more:.t.~t-

ting than to rind exru~~A , ho~~ver neatl7 p~~ased the] ~a . 

Pre"sure was put f'ln Pilate . ~e rf'sponrl~d to ;I. real 

:!itua.+ion . w'ha.t was h,. going to do \lith Jesus? .Ie chose 

to d-rend ~i~se f , he re-)r~~d to the alibi . Alibi 5 ~e 



ot hard to c~m by . We to~ n~v learn~d the c~nv ni nt a11 
(3 

bi -- lu1l11'l )\LI'S h"es 0 a 8.1 e state of innocence rE'gar 

ing Vte f te o!' Chrioo: tin ur day . -301 ve OilI' c~nsc.iencee 

with g ~d B~unjing p."Jrases and go en living a~ i f he 

w~r n i t living . 

III am :nnocent tt is R fir!'Jt class jefense rn.ech!.mislll. . 1:Ieo

pIe have long re~ortp.rl to it . Ada."I'\ a.'1d Eve in the R:Bl"'den 

'sed it when Sod confronted them with the apple core . Ad~"I'\ 

said i t W~5 'F'Ie I ~ fault , va said it was the serpent I f: 

fault . And men and wo en ever !;in:e have been passing '~he 

b ck . 

Alibis appear early in life , stay lat~ end u- 11 0 a 

Jpsu~ toln a parabl involving ~An l ~ rp.afinp.~~ to rind 

eY.CU5e~ . A an invi+ a lot of guest~ to an banqupt . Pis 

aer-;ant was cE:nt !lut ~!l tell them th'lt everything waf! r"-,jy 

and th t they- :h ould col'te . ne "el10 saie :" ... Ive pl.U"cr.ased 

,Ij, f1:rm and l ve got t" go look it over" . Another said : tt l 

have bought fi"le 'oke ~f oxen and I have to go examine 

':.he.-n" , A.nd a thid one sRid , wi h what. va!! either the best 

or poore~t. alibi , " I haV'3 just "I.arried an~ I cannot corne" . 

~o they all turned down the rin~er Invitation, just a 

we often ·urn wn th~ ~tch'ess 1nvitation of Chri!t to 

particip te 1n the ab~ndant life . 

Pil ate asked the crowd : "·;hl:!t ~hall ::: do with ,Te~..:.s wtlo 

http:re~ortp.rl


1.s <:alled Cnri-t". Or( '" problem .. -.:lot what. t'1e crow 
'i 

wnal ~o , but what Pilate h~ l! would do . ~t 1., never 
. 

eno16h to , nquire what ~omebody else thinks abo~t Jesu. , 

l' r 81."':1 OM rnu t e ide fOor himself . "'h~ one ....no remain! 

non- c?nmittal tv s _ides . ~ e~~ i~ no neutr~li~ in de

cidinp what ou ~ g~in to do with v ·i~t . 

:lilate , of course , 1s n')t +..he o""'_~' on" wr.o ~olTlpro"'ised 

hll1l5 lf t ..elf- int. r st and pre~sure . " do too , 1'or w~th 

t;>mba!'rassing regu' rt t·, w "'a~~ ur lan .. <:: of (1" a~ tho th 

r al r ~pon~ibilit of' 'h~t happen" to ~hri t b lon~~ to 

some :le else . 

"';)n l )'" of tl~ accept the ";hrist as a po._ular "eligious 

i n, '·1 e thar. a power whi h ai~s at 4lt rinp ~he 

$1~ f' lllr 1ive~. DO~ ' we of n cr pt hL~ for whP.t he 

can -i ~'" r ther than ror ~hat we i €I h an those 

wnom w re called to serve? 

bate g es on , nd :hric:t is till contendin for triumph 

in ynur l'fe . ~or ?a 1 , he debate climaxed on the Oama5cu~ 

road . To a ~ sour" , h t hap~ d t~ Paul , h~ppens to every 

,ne who accepts ace untability fo~ what happens to Christ . 

Som~th1n~ ap~nc: to a rson , nd ro~ th~n~ hao n~.o 

j~ld thru Mhich a ~ 00 E~f when he tak"'5 spriou5

ly th busin S9 of decidic~ 0 ~hriEt in - a '"'itJ 

atiln! . t may t..lte ilniJr.portant to cecide for Ghrist 

in he 11t 1 th~n~ , yet th t an be the os l' · - r aching 



ClE-ries "r redempti'le decisions yoa will ever make . :0 one 
5 

can turn Ii htly away saying: II :h the- I')r not 01 ' ", p rnos 

and ',.:ill is carried out. ':'0 this vorla is ~ot my 'lffairl! for 

'cd has placed in each of us the pottntial power, a 'i" ted 

'1 fai t~ , tof.ich will chan' h arId . 

. e11 , Cr.rist i~ "our af air and my 'lffair . we can ' t 

wa"'h our hanas of him. As a ":'hristian, as t,he co:nr..unit~ of 

Jod ' q ~ople , ~hrist i, our busine~s . is .he biggest 

. usiness we have . For it is th~ will of God th.:: t we not 0 

1y hear his ~ord , hut do it . ~o ot r venture can ask or 

I)f us and cause 1 to liv to the fulle t . r'o ot. e:- 'fecture 

r wards with ~tich dividends . 

) . Now , if we ChO~56 to inT st ~ 1iv ~ in ~hr ~ 

in th thing~ of ad , wh twill Q8 thp c nse ence~. I 

h£r will e pri~ 

- real pride in lj. th c~'U;,,,,"it of hri"'t ' s pecole . ~t 

":le prid wil~ not ':'0 'i of Ollr popu
\heater, 

Isri ty of ,,,. Atfl-PJ , he costliness of" .:.r r ere ti ro , tr. 

1 trio !)." of :lUr cnurches , or t. r 'or of,," a ' e' i 

, s . . , ,.- ;ri 'e w111 be in the hO:1 t o· t .01<" 

w ° opfr t.JI' s , t calib r f h t-rod ...ctions own 

in ur 'h r, 'h fri hi f U1 PEl ?le in eark , 
t~ rott: :rh b So"! oj 0 of the ee.....!' hE'S , and in h 

am s it~, ien a cepts def ~. gra~ fully . 

t in th cente~ c~ le !ti~te ri e t re i~ an~th r 



C1~SP. uen~a - the C oes . Self- sacrifice is e~s ntial to ~ 

self- fu) rillrn.t'nt. . ';h"'i tians rnl t Inve t I:le 'lily o<f' ·,heir 

t1 e , ~h iT" talent , an ·h~~r pos~ ssions if w '!" to:.lP

• 

.!r"l!l!l!l 1n J1 a: of ~ .• ap ttit de • 

A ho ~ooc prE~~rved is worth the price of t~e 5al ~J as 

t~e he ~ roduced is worth the burnin- af ~e ru 1 , as the 

brea 1s worth he yeast in transfo~ing the loaf , ~o 

~hrlst is worth all the sacrifice we can make . :od ' s way 

grows and f!xpan("\~ on hum.an pE.pendables •••• t~.q 11..e given 

for C~rist 1s eaved . 

Christianity is dpge~erating whp~ 1~~ adheronls r ~ 

'"a teak in the stomach 1:.0 a kb.g 011'1 ":.nce~ In th l-}eart j 

when~v r Chrl"'tian~ ~lo'J-=ly par llke of the ord ' S..pper 

and ignore the empt1 plates of the voor; whpnever Christ ' s 

followers put him in the show windows an place the devil 

behind the counter ; whenev<>r beliE:'1er5 expect n M) r.':. in 

baotif~ to ~ur~ice for ~ life time of work , worship , and 

C! ily .-Jc':oti>n . 

T~e popul ~ ~lnj demands that 8 principle ~e demonstrated 

in ~?~ practic~l w ~~re acceptinr. it . It is 70ur r~ -

sp~ns1bilitJ - ~ot soxeonp els~ 1 5 - to reveal to +~e re t 

of thi~ commui,it.y in seeable '100 practical ways how sensi

~le it is to practice L~e principl~s of our faith . Lon1t 



t'lin "hat an' ~np. e".so is o4ng to :h. it. - it is ~'ou!"@ 
T" -pon::,ibility. bat hapoens +0 Christ is ~•.•r !lifO ir . 

"I am innocent of the blood of tili:! just man , '"' to 

it our'3'"'l v'f's" , a11'oi Pil:;.te . lI.i t 4 s nor: of o...r affair" 

so WP. ar ~ikely to alibi our r spar.se 0 Jesus C;r~st 

todav . 

Ie have come 11}) "i t.h a bu..'1ch of re ons n • t~ !!Crve 

;ihrist . bu. no.... , at llli!!lt , v know t~ t tt-.e tim. has 

o or 11': to 1 . aU ~h t a!'lid , nd·o lift up ..'J .... ell 

th arId to ..ee , t acrifOic 

• or !:ul'"el. , .oti , "it.\<] all his p tie c , h:.~ had noagb of' 

our pr·'""en es . 

"'e now J •• olO"! ' vai t an:" lone r 

re ~on.ible f'Jr what ~apper.~ to ~tL~1s 1n cr C~.-

mcni~y . Do that ~n1 he shall t~ly live in our ~1 t • • •• 

en" 11" e mor~ illlPor~ nt •• ''1)U , .. o~ , will liITe . 
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